
in a workmanlike manner. The plumbing inspector requires
that a stack be of a given size; the building inspector makes
sure that rooms have the floor and window area considered
necessary to the health of the occupants. One is as much
concerned with the public health as the other. Both are con¬
cerned with original construction only, and both should be
in the Bureau of Buildings, which has the control of original
construction for its object, not in the Bureau of Health, which
is charged with the correction of unhealthy conditions.

"It furthermore is not good management to put an inspec¬
tion service concerned only with materials and workmanship
under the inspection of a man trained in medical matters,
whose attention is almost wholly taken up with fighting dis¬
ease. It has resulted, in the case under discussion, in almost
complete separation and independence of the inspection
service.

"The municipal health bureau is an organization whose
purpose is the prevention and control of disease. Its annual
appropriations almost always are inadequate, and it is unfair
to that body and misleading to the taxpayers to support out
of these appropriations, ostensibly for protection of public
health, an inspection service concerned with protection of
property values far more than with the prevention of disease.
This practice is quite general in American cities, and seems
to be a survival of the older public policy which puts property
interests above human life or health. It is a neat and success¬
ful scheme for protecting property values with money the
uninformed citizen naturally believes is being spent in con¬
trolling disease."

THE UNITED STATES PHARMACOPEIA
Many Deletions from the Tenth Revision

The chairman of the committee on revision of the United
States Pharmacopeial Convention has made public a report
which includes the following statement :

The Subcommittee on Scope recommends that the following
articles official in the U. S. P. IX be not admitted to the
U. S. P. X:

Liquor Sodii Arsenatis
Lithii Bromidus
Lithii Carbonas
Lithii Citras
Maltum
Mangani Dioxidum Praecipitatum
Matricaria
Mezereum
Morphina
Moschus
Oleoresina Petroselini
Oleoresina Pineris
Oleoresina Zingiberis
Oleum Cubebae
Oleum Pimentae
Oleum Thymi
Petroselinum
Physostigma
Pilocarpus
Piper
Potassii Hypophosphis
Pyrethrum
Quininae SalicylasSabal
Sanguinaria
Sarsaparilla
Sassafras
Sinapis Alba
Sodii Arsenas
Sodii Arsenas Exsiccatus
Sodii Glycerophosphas
Sodii HypophosphisSodii Perboras
Sodii Phenolsulphonas
Sparteinae Sulphas
Spigelia
Staphisagria
Strontii Bromidum
Strontii Iodidum
Strychnina
Sumbul
Syrupus Calcii Lactophosphatis
Syrupus Hypophosphitum
Syrupus Sarsaparillae Compositus
Taraxacum
Triticum *~

Uranii Nitras
Veratrina
Viburnum Prunifolium
Xanthoxylum
Zinci Carbonas Praecipitatus
Zinci Phenolsulphonas
Zinci Valeras

Acidum Gallicum
Acidum Hydrobromicum Dilutum
Acidum Hydrocyanicum Dilutum
Acidum Hypophosphorosum Dilu¬

tum
Acidum Nitrohydrochloricum
Acidum Nitrohydrochloricum Di¬

lutum
Aethylis Carbamas
Alumini Hydroxidum
Ammonii Iodidum
Ammonii Salicylas
Ammonii Valeras
Amygdala Dulcis
Anisum
Aqua Rosae
Aqua Aurantii Florum
Argenti Oxidum
Arnica
Aspidosperma
Auri et Sodii Chloridum
Bismuthi Betanaphtholis
Bismuthi et Ammonii Citras
Bismuthi Subsalicylas
Bromoforum
Caffeina Citrata
Caffeina Citrata Effervescens
Calcii Glycerophosphas
Calcii Hypophosphis
Calcii Sulphidum Crudum
Camphora Monobromata
Cerii Oxalas
Chondrus
Cimificuga
Cinchoninae Sulphas
Copaiba
Coriandrum
Diacetylmorphina
Diacetylmorphinae Hydrochlo-

ridum
Diastasum
Ferri et Quinae Citras
Fluidextractum Sarsaparillae Com-

positum
Foeniculum
Frángula
Guaiacum
Guaranà
Humulus
Hydrargyri Oxidum Rubrum
Hydrastina
Hydrastininae Hydrochloridum
Lactucarium

Medicolegal

Note to Be Paid by Medical Examinations
(Dobbs et al. v. Johnson (Texas), 230 S. W. R. 1035)

The Court of Civil Appeals of Texas says that the plain¬
tiffs were the agents for a life insurance company. The
defendant was a physician whom they had had appointed
medical examiner for the company, and who admitted receiv¬
ing $485 in examinations. He took out a policy in the com¬
pany for $10,000 life insurance, and for the premium gave
the plaintiffs his note for $285. The note at its close pro¬
vided : "To be paid by medical examinations." When they
sued on the note, it contained credits amounting to $85. The
evidence showed that not enough examinations were made
during the first six months after the note was executed to
pay it off, and the defendant contended that failure to give
him enough examinations in the six months, at the end of
which the note became due, automatically discharged his
liability on the note. Judgment was rendered that the plain¬
tiffs take nothing by their suit, and that the note be can¬
celed and annulled; but that judgment is reversed by the
court of civil appeals, which renders one in favor of the
plaintiffs. The court holds that the defendant should be
estopped to deny his liability. He obtained full value for
the note, and he should not be allowed to profit at the
expense of the payees of the note. Where a party to a con¬
tract has received and retained the benefits of a substantial
performance thereof by the other party, he cannot rescind
the contract, but it must be carried out. There was no
basis in the evidence on which to found a cancellation of
the note. There was no pretense of fraud, accident or mis¬
take, but the cancellation was based on a claim of payment
because enough examinations were not furnished the defen¬
dant to pay off the note. This could form the basis of no
suit, except one for damages, and these were neither alleged
nor proved. The consideration for the note was fully paid
in the issuance of the $10,000 policy, and the defendant could
not escape payment of the premium after having enjoyed the
benefit of the insurance for more than a year. The partial
breach of contract, if such breach occurred, would not form
the basis for a rescission of the contract, but might justify
a suit for damages. In this case, however, the defendant
continued the contract after he said it was breached, and
such waiver would have the effect of doing away with the
effects of a breach.

A Childbirth Case—Error in Referring to Pus
(Schnetzky v. Zanto (Wis.), 182 N. W. R. 751)

The Supreme Court of Wisconsin says that, March 5, 1919,
while attending the defendant, the plaintiff was employed to
take care of the defendant's wife, who was delivered of a
child on the same evening. For several days thereafter the
plaintiff attended both husband and wife. According to
his testimony, he detected symptoms of pneumonia in the
wife, March 9, and on the 10th began a course of treatment
for such disease, and continued it until the 13th, and treated
her for no other ailment during that time. At the defendant's
request, on the 11th another physician was called in consul¬
tation, who thereafter testified that Mrs. Zanto was suffering
from a critical stage of pneumonia ; that he made a manual
examination of, and found there was no trouble with, the
uterus. March 13, the plaintiff was discharged, and a Dr.
Berwick was called. When the plaintiff sued the defendant
for the medical services which he had rendered to the defen¬
dant and his wife, the defendant counterclaimed for damages
on account of the plaintiff's alleged negligence in treating
Mrs. Zanto. A number of physicians were called by each
side as experts. Dr. Berwick testified that at his first visit
he found the defendant's wife suffering from septic, or blood
poisoning, with a very high temperature caused by such con¬
dition; that the source of such trouble was in the uterus;
that the condition of the uterus at that time was such that
it was dangerous to attempt to clean it out. That at such
time, March 13, Mrs. Zanto had no pneumonia, and there
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were present no indications that she had recently been so

afflicted; that four days afterward thè witness flushed and
cleared out the uterus ; that in the strongly odorous fluid
discharge that came at that time, in quantity approximately
a pint, he found a portion of the placenta about the size of
a pigeon's egg; that the critical condition in which he found
Mrs. Zanto was the direct and probable result of the failure
to remove such portion of the placenta. He also testified
that at the time of such discharge from the uterus there was
no pus. Nor was there any testimony in the record which
tended to qualify or contradict this statement as to the
absence of pus in the discharge. Nevertheless, a hypothetic
question was put to one of the medical experts in which was
included the finding of such a piece of placenta eleven days
after the birth of the child ; that the womb gave away blood
and pus in amount equal to half a pint ; and a temperature
that rose from 104 to 106 during the period of five to seven¬
teen days after the birth. Moreover, the existence of pus
was made a part of the hypothetic questions by the defen¬
dant's counsel in his examination of all the medical experts
save one. The plaintiff testified that he did examine the
afterbirth and found that it was intact. He was corroborated
on both of these points by the midwife in attendance, and
as to the fact that he did make some examination of it by
the defendant. The trial resulted in a verdict and judgment
for the defendant. That judgment is reversed, and the cause
remanded for a new trial, because, although Dr. Berwick
testified directly that there was no pus in the discharge some
eleven days after the birth of the child and in which was

found, as he claimed, an overlooked portion of the placenta,
yet it was quite apparent that, through a mistake which
could easily arise in the trial of such a lawsuit, the court
and counsel on both sides seemed to have assumed that there
was testimony which would warrant the including as an

important feature of the hypothetic question asked of the
medical witnesses the existence of pus in such discharge. A
consideration of the entire testimony satisfies the supreme
court that the reiterated inclusion of and emphasis on this
element of pus as being present in the discharge must have
influenced the jury in a substantial degree in arriving at the
verdict which it rendered. The supreme court is also con¬
vinced that the error was of such a nature that it must be
declared to have caused a substantial prejudicial error, for
which the plaintiff should be granted the relief of a new
trial.

Due Process of Law Denied by Vasectomy Statute
(Williams et al. v. Smith (Ind.), 131  . E. R. 2)

The Supreme Court of Indiana, in affirming a judgment in
favor of plaintiff Smith, holds that the trial court was correct
in enjoining the defendants from performing, or causing to
be performed, the operation of vasectomy on him. The
supreme court says that the plaintiff was a prisoner in the
Indiana Reformatory, and that the chief physician, board of
managers, and two chosen surgeons were proposing to act
pursuant to the Indiana statute of 1907, which provides that :

It shall be compulsory for each and every institution in the state,
intrusted with the care of confirmed criminals, idiots, rapists and
imbeciles, to appoint on its staff, in addition to the regular institutional
physician, two skilled surgeons of recognized ability, whose duty it shall
be, in conjunction with the chief surgeon of the institution, to examine
the mental and physical condition of such inmates as are recommended
by the institutional physician and board of managers.

' If, in the judg¬
ment of this committee of experts and the board of managers, procrea¬
tion is inadvisable and there is no probability of improvement of the
mental condition of the inmate, it shall be lawful for the surgeons to

perform such operation for the prevention of procreation as shall be
decided safest and best. But this operation shall not be performed
except in cases that have been pronounced unimprovable.

Wholly aside from the proposition of cruel and unusual
punishment, and infliction of pains and penalties by the legis¬
lative body through an administrative board, it is very plain
that this act is in violation of the fourteenth amendment to
the federal constitution in that it denied the plaintiff due
process of law. He had no opportunity to cross-examine the
experts empowered to decide that this operation should be
performed on him. He had no chance to bring experts to
show that it should not be performed; nor had he a chance
to controvert the scientific question that he was of a class
designated in the statute.

Society Proceedings
COMING MEETINGS

American Association of Anatomists, New Haven, Conn., Dec. 28-30.
American Physiological Society, New Haven, Conn., Dec. 28-30.
Am. Soc. for Pharm. and Exper. Therap., New Haven, Conn., Dec. 28-30.
Society of American Bacteriologists, Philadelphia, Dec. 27-29.

SOUTHERN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
Fifteenth Annual Meeting, held at Hat Springs, Ark., Nov. 14-17, 1921

The President, Dr. Jere L. Crook, Jackson, Tenn.,
in the Chair

Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Joint Tuberculosis
Dr. John T. O'Ferrall, New Orleans : Sufficient care is

not taken in making a diagnosis in the average case of early
joint tuberculosis. Not only local treatment but also rigid
and long continued constitutional treatment is required, for
tuberculous joints over a period not less than two years,
especially as regards weight bearing. The promiscuous open¬
ing of tuberculous abscesses and haphazard curetting of
sinuses is extremely bad surgery. The end-result striven for
should not be ankylosis, but a functioning joint.

Roentgen-Ray Study of the Lumbosacral Spine
Dr. Archer O'Reilly, St. Louis : Abnormalities and varia¬

tions in the lumbosacral region are very common. In some

cases, however, variations in a minor degree are due to dis¬
tortions, as a result of the position of the patient when the
roentgenogram is made. Variations of the lumbosacral spine
are not confined to patients with back symptoms, but are

also seen in about 50 per cent, of the cases in which back
symptoms were absent. It is probable that in these cases the
spine is inherently weak, and that eventually backache or
strain may develop. Irregularity at the lumbosacral articula¬
tion is very common, not only in persons suffering from back¬
ache, but also in those who have never had back symptoms,
so that the surgeon, in cases of injury, must be very guarded
in stating that there has been displacement or fracture as a
result of the accident.

Operative Treatment of Certain Fractures
(Femur, Humérus and Forearm)

Dr. Edwin W. Ryerson, Chicago : Whitman's method is
simple and is followed by a high percentage of good results.
It can rightfully be called an operative method, because it
involves the actual reduction of the fracture, usually under
an anesthetic. The technic should be perfectly understood
by general practitioners, for they are the men who take care
of most fractured hips. This method is applicable to the
great majority of cases of fracture through the neck of the
femur (intracapsular type), no matter how old or how fat
the patient may be. The union may not be absolutely
accurate from an anatomic point of view, but it is almost
certain to be excellent from a functional standpoint. Very
few fractures will require open operation if they have had
competent mechanical treatment, but few communities at
present are provided with the requisite appliances and
materials for the proper treatment of many of the common
and disabling forms of fracture.

Essentials of Successful Leadership for Public Work
on a County Basis

Dr. S. W. Welch, Montgomery, Ala. : The primary require¬
ment for successful leadership for public health work on a
county basis is native ability to deal with people, supple¬
mented by a medical education and an understanding of the
operation of law in human conduct, particularly with rela¬
tion to rural psychology. A detailed and comprehensive
knowledge of scientific phases of the health field seems less
essential to the health officer in the early beginnings of
health organization than ability to anticipate popular needs
and harmonize divergent interests. The extent to which
effective supervision by the state board of health may con-
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